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DETAILED ACTION 
Preliminary Amendment 

1 . The preliminary amendment filed on August 1 0, 2006 amends claims 3, 4 
5, 6, 8, 9, and 1 1 . New claims 12-20 have been added. Claims 1-20 are now pending 
and under consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nagami (US 2003/0180529). 

Nagami discloses an anti-Newton ring sheet comprising an anti-Newton ring 
layer containing binder resin and particles, and formed on at least one surface of a 
transparent polymer film, wherein the particles are monodisperse spherical particles 
having a mean particle diameter of not less than 0.4 microns and not more than 2.0 
microns and are contained in an amount of not less than 0.5 parts by weight and not 
more than 3 parts by weight based on 1 00 parts by weight of the binder resin. The anti- 
Newton ring sheet which can be used for optical sheets such as a light diffusing sheet 
suitable for a backlight unit of a liquid crystal display (See Abstract). Specifically, an 
anti-Newton ring sheet comprises an anti-Newton ring layer formed on at least one 
surface of a transparent polymer film. The thickness of such a transparent polymer film 
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is suitably selected depending on the material, but is generally 25-500 microns 
(Paragraph 008). Suitable examples of such monodisperse spherical particles include 
inorganic particles such as spherical silica particles, synthetic resin particles such as 
spherical acrylic resin particles, spherical polystyrene resin particles, spherical 
polyurethane resin particles, spherical polyethylene resin particles, spherical 
benzoguanamine resin particles, and spherical epoxy resin particles. As the binder 
resin, ones having optical transparency such as thermoplastic resins, thermosetting 
resins, ionizing radiation curable resins can be used. Examples of such resins include 
polyester resins, acrylic resins, polyester acrylate resins, polyurethane acrylate resins, 
epoxy acrylate resins, cellulose resins, acetal resins, vinyl resins, polyethylene resins, 
polystyrene resins, polypropylene resins, polyamide resins, polyimide resins, melamine 
resins, phenol resins, silicone resins, fluorine resins. Among them, acrylic resins having 
good weathering resistance and high transparency, in particular two-part curable type 
acrylic polyurethanes, are preferable (Paragraph 21). The thickness of the anti-Newton 
ring layer is not particularly limited so far as it exhibits its function but is in the range of 
1-20 microns (Paragraph 21). When the anti-Newton ring sheet is used as an optical 
sheet such as a light diffusing sheet, an optical function layer such as a light diffusing 
layer is formed on the surface opposite to the surface on which the anti-Newton ring 
layer is provided. As the optical function layer, there can be mentioned a light diffusing 
layer, prism layer, anti-reflection layer, polarizing layer, reflection layer and so forth 
(Paragraph 23). As shown in FIG. 3, an optical film having an anti-Newton ring property 
can be incorporated as a light diffusing sheet into a backlight unit 20 constructed by 
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laminating a light diffusing sheet 23, a light guide plate 22 and a reflection sheet 21 as 
shown in FIG. 3, and is capable of preventing occurrence of Newton rings without 
scratching the contact surface even if it is brought into contact with a light guide plate 
made of a relatively soft material. With regards to the haze limitations, the Examiner 
takes the position that the anti-Newton layer taught by Nagami would have the same 
haze as claimed given that the structure and chemical composition of the anti-Newton 
layer as taught by Nagami and that of the claimed invention are identical. 



Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SHEEBA AHMED whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from Sam to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on (571)272-3186. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sheeba Ahmed/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



